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Major  Wheat  Competitors'  Changes  in  Yearly  Output 
Continue  to  Climb,  While  Importers  Decline  in  2000/01 


Million  metric  tons 


■  Competitors  [”j  Importers 


For  the  2000/01  season,  the  major  U.S.  wheat  competitors  (European  Union,  Argentina,  Australia, 
and  Canada)  are  forecast  to  increase  production  by  roughly  5  million  tons  due  to  increased  area.  The 
major  importers  (including  China,  FSU-12,  Eastern  Europe,  Egypt,  Iran,  Morocco,  and  Brazil)  are 
forecast  to  have  a  reduction  in  wheat  production  by  about  9  million  tons  from  the  previous  year  due 
mainly  to  lower  yield  projections.  Morocco  and  Iran  are  down  significantly  from  last  season's  poor 
crop  due  to  drought.  Also,  reduced  area  in  China  due  to  pricing  policy  has  led  to  a  forecast  of 
decreased  output.  Although  Russia  and  Ukraine  output  is  forecast  slightly  above  last  season, 
production  is  still  substantially  below  the  10-year  average.  For  the  competitors,  the  European  Union 
crop  is  forecast  at  a  record  level  due  to  increased  area  and  yield.  Australia  and  Canada  are  forecast 
down  slightly  from  last  season  due  to  lower  yield  and  Argentina  is  virtually  unchanged  as  an  increase 
in  area  offsets  a  decrease  in  yield.  For  the  past  three  years,  the  major  competitors  have  increased 
production  while  wheat  output  in  the  United  States  has  decreased.  As  U.S.  producers  respond  to  low 
wheat  prices  by  cutting  area,  the  major  competitors  are  continuing  to  expand  production. 
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Conversion  Table 


Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Com,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


2000/01 

Northwest  Africa:  Crops  Reduced  by 

Drought 

Morocco,  Algeria,  and  Tunisia’s  2000/01 
wheat  and  barley  crops  are  much  reduced  from 
last  year  due  to  drought.  For  Morocco  and 
Algeria,  this  is  the  second  consecutive  drought 
year  and  is  more  severe  this  season.  Morocco 
is  forecast  to  produce  only  1.2  million  tons  of 
wheat,  down  from  2.1  million  last  season. 
Barley  is  forecast  at  0.6  million  versus  1.4 
million  last  season.  For  Algeria,  wheat  is 
forecast  at  0.6  million  tons  and  barley  0.2 
million.  Rains  were  near  normal  early  in  the 
season,  but  abruptly  stopped  in  January. 
USD  A  field  travel  in  Morocco  revealed  that 
many  crops  withered  and  died  before  heading. 
In  Tunisia,  hot  humid  weather  late  in  the 
season  caused  wheat  production  to  fall  to  0.8 
million  tons,  down  from  1.4  million  in 
1999/2000.  Barley  output  is  reduced  to  only 
0. 1  million  tons.  Total  wheat  and  barley  for 
the  three  countries  is  forecast  at  3.4  million 
tons,  down  from  7.4  million  last  year  and  a 
record  high  of  17.4  million  in  1996/97. 

Argentina:  Com  Production  Increases. 

Wheat  Unchanged 

Corn  production  in  Argentina  is  forecast  to 
increase  in  2000/01  to  16.5  million  tons,  up 
1.0  million  or  6  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 
Area  is  expected  to  increase  3  percent  to  3.2 
million  hectares.  Dry  conditions  at  the 
beginning  of  last  season  delayed  planting  and 
resulted  in  planted  area  below  original 
intentions.  Dryness  also  reduced  yield  in  some 
growing  areas.  Yield  for  the  1999/2000  crop 
which  is  currently  being  harvested  (53  percent 
as  of  May  4)  is  expected  to  equal  the  five-year 
average  of  5.00  tons  per  hectare.  A  slightly 


higher  yield  of  5.16  tons  per  hectare  is 
expected  in  2000/0 1  assuming  normal  weather. 

The  2000/0 1  wheat  production  is  forecasted  to 
equal  last  season’s  15.0  million  tons.  Area  is 
forecast  to  increase  3  percent  to  6.0  million 
hectares.  The  increase  of  0.2  million  hectares 
is  projected  to  be  taken  from  area  previously 
planted  to  oilseed  crops.  Reduced  areas  for 
some  oilseeds  are  expected  following  a  season 
of  lower  returns. 

Canada:  Wheat  Crop  Falls.  Coarse  Grain  Up 

Canada  is  forecast  to  produce  24.5  million 
tons  of  wheat  in  2000/01,  down  9  percent 
from  last  year’s  harvest.  Wheat  area  is 
forecast  to  be  up  slightly  at  10.5  million 
hectares,  as  a  significant  increase  in  durum 
wheat  is  expected  to  more  than  offset  a 
decrease  in  spring  wheat.  Canadian  coarse 
grains  are  expected  to  reach  29.6  million  tons, 
up  10  percent  from  last  year,  while  coarse 
grain  area  is  forecast  to  rise  8  percent  to  8.1 
million  hectares.  Barley  is  forecast  to  be  at  its 
highest  level  in  almost  20  years,  and  corn  area 
is  expected  to  be  a  record  high.  Producers  are 
choosing  barley  over  wheat  this  year  because 
of  strong  malting  barley  prices  and  strong 
demand  for  animal  feed  from  the  expanding 
livestock  sector.  Corn  area  is  forecast  at  a 
record  level  as  result  of  animal  feed  demand. 

European  Union:  Wheat  Forecast  at  Record: 

Coarse  Grain  Increases 

The  European  Union  (EU)  is  forecast  to 
produce  a  record  106.2  million  tons  of  wheat 
in  2000/01,  up  9  percent  from  last  year. 
Wheat  area  is  forecast  to  be  up  6  percent  from 
1999/2000  at  1 8. 1  million  hectares.  Yields  are 
forecast  to  rise  marginally  due  to  increased 
planting  in  several  of  the  large,  higher-yielding 
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countries.  Coarse  grains  are  forecast  to  reach 
106.9  million  tons,  up  4  percent  from  last  year, 
while  coarse  grain  area  is  forecast  to  increase 
slightly  to  1 9.2  million  hectares.  Producers  are 
forecast  to  plant  grains  at  the  expense  of 
oilseeds  this  season.  Oilseed  plantings 
throughout  the  European  Union  are  expected 
to  be  down  in  2000/01  due  to  lower  world 
prices  and  more  attractive  prospective  returns 
for  grains  versus  oilseeds. 

Iran:  Wheat  Production  Slashed  Due  to 

Drought 

Iran’s  2000/01  wheat  production  is  forecast  at 
7.5  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  or  12 
percent  from  last  season  due  to  the  second 
consecutive  year  of  drought.  Reservoir  levels 
and  rivers  are  low,  thus  limiting  the  availability 
of  water  to  irrigate  the  crops.  Normally,  about 
70  percent  of  the  wheat  crop  is  irrigated.  The 
satellite  imagery-derived  Normalized 
Difference  of  Vegetative  Index  (NDVI),  which 
shows  the  vegetation  vigor  (greenness), 
indicates  that  current  production  potential  is 
worse  than  last  year  for  most  of  the  country. 

China:  Wheat  and  Com  Production  Lower 

Due  to  Area  Decline 

China’s  corn  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  125.0  million  tons,  down  3.0 
million  or  2  percent  from  last  year’s  near¬ 
record  crop.  Area  is  estimated  at  25.0  million 
hectares,  down  0.8  million  or  3  percent  from  a 
year  ago.  The  largest  area  reduction  is 
occurring  in  the  Northeast,  where  lower  prices 
and  government  policies  have  encouraged 
farmers  to  switch  from  corn  to  soybeans  this 
year.  The  planting  season  for  early  corn  in 
southern  China  started  in  March,  but  the 
majority  of  the  crop  will  be  planted  in  northern 
China  during  May  and  June.  Moisture  and 
temperature  conditions  in  the  Northeast  are 
favorable  for  planting,  and  recent  rainfall  has 


eased  dry  conditions  on  the  North  China  Plain, 
which  has  been  very  dry  this  spring.  Yield  is 
forecast  at  5.00  tons  per  hectare,  slightly 
higher  than  the  1999/2000  crop.  China’s 
2000/01  wheat  crop  is  forecast  to  drop  by  7 
percent  to  107.0  million  tons  due  to  a  large 
reduction  in  planted  area  and  lower  yield. 
Wheat  area  is  projected  to  decline  by  5  percent 
to  27.5  million  hectares,  the  lowest  level  since 
1974,  in  response  to  low  prices  and 
government  policies  to  discourage  the  planting 
of  low-quality  winter  wheat  in  southern 
provinces  and  spring  wheat  in  the  north.  The 
largest  area  reductions  occurred  in  the 
provinces  near  the  Yangtze  River,  where 
farmers  switched  primarily  to  winter  rapeseed. 
Yield  is  estimated  at  3.89  tons  per  hectare, 
down  2  percent  from  last  year’s  large  crop,  but 
higher  than  the  5-year  average. 

Planting  conditions  in  Fall  1999  for  the 
2000/01  winter  wheat  crop  were  mostly 
favorable,  with  near-normal  rainfall  and  warm 
temperatures.  The  crop  entered  dormancy  in 
good  condition.  Although  the  winter  was 
unseasonably  cold,  especially  in  late  January, 
there  were  no  reports  of  winterkill.  The 
weather  was  mild  in  February,  but  the  North 
China  Plain  became  increasingly  dry  from  mid- 
March  through  early  May.  Soil  moisture 
levels  dropped  steadily  and  non-irrigated  crops 
were  stressed,  especially  in  southern  and 
western  wheat  areas.  Recent  showers  have 
improved  moisture  conditions  slightly  on  the 
North  China  Plain,  but  more  rain  is  needed 
through  May.  Spring  wheat  planting  is 
underway  and  weather  conditions  are  normal. 

Pakistan:  Wheat  at  Record  Area.  But  Dry 

Conditions  Tempers  Yield 

Pakistan  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  18.0  million  metric  tons,  down 
0.7  million  from  last  season’s  record  18.7 
million.  Area  is  estimated  at  a  record  8.5 
million  hectares,  up  0.2  million  from  last 
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procurement  price  for  this  growing  season  to 
Rs.  7,500  (about  $145)  per  metric  ton.  Close 
to  80  percent  of  Pakistan’s  wheat  is  irrigated; 
however,  prospects  for  a  strong  harvest  have 
dimmed  during  the  season  as  dry  conditions 
persisted.  Rainfall  in  the  growing  region  was 
below  normal  from  January  to  the  end  of 
March,  and  cool  temperatures  resulted  in  less 
runoff  from  mountain  snow  pack  melt, 
reducing  irrigation  supplies  during  the  critical 
crop  pollination  stage  (February  through 
mid-March).  While  preliminary  information 
indicates  that  yield  will  be  average  to  slightly 
below  average,  total  production  prospects  are 
balanced  by  an  increase  in  area.  Harvest  in 
Sindh  began  in  mid-March.  Punjab  harvest 
typically  begins  during  April,  but  this  season's 
cooler  temperatures  may  cause  minor  delays. 

Russia  and  Ukraine  Grain  Forecast  Higher. 

Kazakstan  Lower 

Russia’s  production  of  all  major  grains  for 
2000/01  is  projected  to  increase  from  last  year, 
based  on  slight  increases  in  forecast  area  and 
yield.  Wheat  output  is  estimated  at  33.0 
million  tons  (up  from  31.0  million  last  year), 
barley  at  13.0  (10.6)  million,  rye  at  5.5  (4.8) 
million,  oats  at  5.0  (4.4)  million,  and  com  at 
2.0  (1.1)  million.  Winter  grains  benefitted 
from  favorable  establishment  and  over¬ 
wintering  conditions.  Despite  alarms 
expressed  by  agricultural  officials  regarding 
potential  fuel  shortages,  spring  planting  is 
proceeding  at  a  normal  pace.  Reports  from  the 
U.S.  agricultural  office  in  Moscow  indicate 
that  supplies  of  fertilizers  and  plant-protection 
chemicals  are  up  from  last  year. 

Ukraine’s  production  prospects  for  2000/01 
are  only  slightly  better  than  last  season. 
Ukraine  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  14.0 
million  tons,  up  only  0.5  million  from  last  year, 
when  production  fell  to  the  lowest  level  in 
nearly  thirty  years.  Because  of  persistent 
dryness  during  winter-grain  establishment  last 


fall,  a  significant  portion  of  the  wheat  required 
replanting,  and  another  year  of  inadequate 
application  of  fertilizers  and  pesticides  will 
hamper  yield  potential.  Barley  production  is 
forecast  to  fall  to  5.5  million  tons,  from  6.4 
million  last  year,  because  of  drops  in  sown  area 
and  estimated  yield.  Com  production  is 
estimated  to  increase  to  2.5  million  tons  from 
1.7  million  last  year,  when  severe  drought 
drove  com  output  to  a  five-year  low. 

Kazakstan’ s  weather  was  nearly  ideal  for  grains 
last  year,  and  wheat  production  skyrocketed  to 
an  estimated  11.2  million  tons.  Output  for 
2000/01  is  forecast  at  7.0  million,  with  area  up 
3  percent  to  9.0  million  hectares.  Yield  is 
forecast  at  0.78  tons  per  hectare,  slightly  above 
the  average  of  the  past  five  years  but  down 
sharply  from  last  year’s  near-record  1.28  tons 
per  hectare.  Barley  production  is  estimated  at 
1.6  million  tons,  down  from  2.3  million  last 
year.  Estimated  area  is  up  0. 1  million  hectares, 
to  1.8  million. 

India:  Wheat  Area  Reduced.  Slows 

Production  Growth 

India  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  70.0  million  tons,  down  0.8 
million  from  last  season’s  record  70.8  million. 
Area  is  estimated  at  26.5  million  hectares, 
down  0.9  million  from  last  year’s  record  27.4 
million  due  to  dry  conditions  at  planting  in 
Rajasthan  and  Gujarat.  India’s  2000/01  winter 
grain  season  has  been  characterized  by 
generally  good  conditions,  with  precipitation 
levels  generally  more  favorable  than  last  year 
and  cooler-than-average  temperatures  in  the 
main  producing  areas.  Satellite  derived 
vegetation  indexes  indicate  a  delayed  crop 
compared  to  last  season  as  result  of  the  cooler 
weather.  The  majority  of  India’s  wheat 
planting  took  place  during  the  optimal  planting 
period  (mid-October  to  mid-December).  About 
80  percent  of  India's  wheat  crop  receives  some 
irrigation,  with  irrigation  facilities  concentrated 
in  the  larger  producing  states.  Favorable 
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conditions  in  the  major  grain  belt  (irrigated), 
partially  offset  the  drier  conditions  that  have 
prevailed  in  the  rain-dependent  marginal 
growing  areas  of  Rajasthan,  Gujarat,  and 
Madhya  Pradesh. 

United  States  and  Foreign  Countries:  Oilseed 

Production  to  Rise 

World  total  oilseed  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  310.0  million  tons,  up  12.2  million 
or  4  percent  from  1999/2000.  The  U.S.  crop 
is  expected  to  account  for  much  of  the  change 
as  output  here  is  forecast  up  9.5  million  tons  to 
91.6  million.  Meanwhile,  total  foreign  output 
is  forecast  up  2.6  million  to  218.4  million.  A 
large  supply  of  palm  oil  has  depressed 
vegetable  oil  prices  on  the  world  market,  but 
improving  economic  conditions  in  Asia  have 
resulted  in  improved  demand  for  soybean  meal. 
Output  of  high  oil  content  oilseeds,  namely 
sunflowerseed  and  rapeseed,  may  be  down  in 
2000/01  while  soybean  output  may  increase. 
Palm  kernel  output  is  likely  to  be  up  based  on 
tree  plantings  in  earlier  years,  while  copra  is 
recovering  from  El  Nino  related  dryness  of 
1997  and  1998.  Cottonseed  output  will  likely 
be  down  based  on  lower  cotton  plantings. 

World:  Cotton  Production  Falls  on  Foreign 

Sector  Output 

World  cotton  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  86.0  million  bales,  down  1.3  million 
or  1 .5  percent  from  1999/2000  as  the  expected 
larger  U.S.  crop  fails  to  offset  a  drop  in  foreign 
cotton  output.  Preliminary  forecast  suggest  a 
5  percent  drop  in  foreign  production  to  67.0 
million  bales,  down  3.3  million  or  5  percent 
from  1999/2000.  Foreign  area  is  likely  to  fall 
as  international  prices,  although  rising,  remain 
below  last  year’s  and  the  most  recent  three- 
year  average.  In  addition,  a  return  to  normal 
yields  in  central  and  south  central  Asia  is 
anticipated  to  reduce  production  there.  This 


drop  in  foreign  production  more  than  offsets  an 
estimated  12  percent  rise  in  U.S.  output  to 
19.0  million  bales  for  2000/01. 


1999/2000 

Brazil:  Com  and  Rice  Production  Raised  Due 

to  Favorable  Weather 

Brazil’s  1999/2000  com  production  is 
estimated  at  33 .0  million  tons,  up  1 .0  million  or 
3  percent  over  last  month  and  2  percent  above 
last  year.  Harvested  area  is  at  12.5  million 
hectares,  up  1  percent  from  last  month.  The 
first  com  crop,  which  typically  accounts  for 
about  80  -  85  percent  of  the  total  production, 
was  adversely  impacted  by  the  earlier  drought 
in  the  southern  states  of  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul, 
Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  western  Parana  and  Santa 
Catarina.  However,  the  affect  on  total  corn 
production  is  mitigated  by  larger  area  and 
extremely  favorable  weather  conditions  in 
Mato  Grosso,  Goias,  Minas  Gerais,  Bahia,  and 
the  Northeast.  Recent  field  travel  by  USDA’s 
Agricultural  Counselor  office  in  Brasilia 
indicate  a  strong  saffinha  (second)  corn  crop 
due  to  an  area  increase  in  Parana  and  favorable 
weather. 

Brazil’s  1999/2000  rice  production,  on  a  milled 
basis,  is  estimated  at  7.4  million  tons,  up  2 
percent  from  last  month,  but  4  percent  below 
last  year’s  crop.  The  harvested  area  is 
currently  estimated  at  3.6  million  hectares, 
unchanged  from  last  month,  but  about  3 
percent  below  last  year’s  crop.  The  major  rice 
producing  areas  in  Brazil  include  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul  (44%),  North/Northeast  Region  (24%), 
Mato  Grosso  (10%),  Santa  Catarina  (8%), 
Minas  Gerais  (4%),  and  Goias  (3%).  The 
growing  season  was  characterized  by  a  drought 
during  planting  and  early  vegetative  stages  in 
the  southern  states  of  Parana,  Santa  Catarina 
and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  However,  much  of 
the  rice  crop  in  the  key  state  of  Rio  Grande  do 
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Sul  is  irrigated  and  did  not  suffer  any 
significant  damage.  Generally  favorable 
weather  conditions  elsewhere  in  Brazil 
benefitted  rice  crop  production. 

Bangladesh:  Rice  Harvest  at  Record  Level 

The  1999/2000  rice  crop  is  estimated  at  a 
record  21.5  million  tons  (milled  basis),  up  1.3 
million  from  last  month  and  up  1 .7  million  from 
last  season  or  8  percent  above  last  year’s 
bumper  harvest.  The  harvested  area  forecast 
increased  to  10.7  million  hectares.  Favorable 
weather,  adequate  input  supplies  at  competitive 
prices  and  increased  area  contributed  to  this 
season’s  large  production  increase.  All  three 
rice  crops  (aus,  aman,  and  boro)  showed  gains 
over  last  season.  The  boro  (spring-harvested) 
crop  especially  benefitted  from  abundant  winter 
precipitation.  Both  the  boro  and  aman  (winter- 
harvested)  crops  registered  increased  area. 
Weakened  domestic  prices  have  fallen  below 
the  cost  of  imports,  while  the  impact  of 
consecutive  favorable  rice  harvests  has  lowered 
import  projections. 

Burma:  Rice  Production  up  Following  Good 

Rainfall 

Burma  is  estimated  to  equal  the  record  9.9 
million  tons  of  rice  (milled  basis)  in  1999/2000, 
up  3  percent  or  0.3  million  tons  from  last 
month’s  estimate.  Harvested  area  in  Burma  is 
unchanged  from  last  month  at  5.8  million 
hectares.  Area  has  expanded  throughout  the 
1990s  because  of  government  programs  to 
bring  fallow  and  virgin  land  into  production. 
The  increased  area  is  mainly  in  the  Irrawaddy, 
Rangoon,  and  Pegu  divisions,  and  is  used  to 
grow  wet  season  rice.  Farmers  on  the  new 
land  are  allowed  to  plant  any  crop  they  want 
during  the  dry  season,  and  usually  chose  to 
plant  a  non-rice  crop  such  as  pulses.  Both  wet 
and  dry  season  crops  yields  suffer  from  inferior 
seed  quality,  a  shortage  of  inputs,  and  the  high 


cost  of  inputs  when  they  are  available.  Yields 
are  estimated  to  be  slightly  above  average 
based  on  favorable  rainfall  throughout  the  main 
wet  season,  expansion  of  hybrid  varieties,  and 
a  government  order  to  increase  plant 
population  per  hectare. 

Brazil:  Favorable  Rainfall  Boosts  Soybean 

Production 

The  1999/2000  soybean  crop  is  estimated  at 
31.0  million  metric  tons,  up  2  percent  from  last 
month,  but  down  1  percent  from  last  year’s 
crop.  Harvested  area  is  currently  estimated  at 
13.3  million  hectares,  up  3  percent  from  last 
year.  As  of  May  5,  nearly  93  percent  of  the 
crop  was  reported  harvested,  compared  to  the 
5 -year  average  of  96  percent.  With  record 
yields,  the  state  of  Mato  Grosso  has  surpassed 
Parana  this  season  as  Brazil’s  leading  producer 
of  soybeans.  The  state  of  Bahia  has  registered 
a  9  percent  increase  in  harvested  area.  Rainfall 
during  the  1999/2000  growing  season  was 
extremely  favorable  in  Mato  Grosso,  Goias  and 
Bahia,  significantly  boosting  crop  yields. 
Collectively,  these  three  states  have  more  than 
made  up  for  drought  related  production  losses 
in  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul,  Sao  Paulo,  Parana, 
Santa  Catarina,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul. 
Drought  related  production  losses  in  Parana 
and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  are  reported  to  be 
around  a  million  tons. 


India:  Rapeseed  Production  Decreases  Due 

to  Drought 

Indian  rapeseed  production  for  1999/2000  is 
forecast  to  be  5.3  million  tons.  While  this  is  a 
reduction  of  0.4  million  tons  from  last  month’s 
forecast,  it  remains  0.4  million  increase  over 
last  year’s  production  of  4.9  million.  The 
1999/2000  harvested  area  is  estimated  at  6.4 
million  hectares,  down  0.3  million  hectares 
from  the  five-year  average  of  6.7  million. 
Reduced  production  is  a  result  of  persistent  dry 
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conditions  in  the  main  rapeseed  regions  during 
the  October- April  growing  season.  The  states 
of  Gujarat  and  Rajasthan  typically  account  for 
52%  of  rapeseed  production  and  have 
experienced  dry  conditions  since  last  fall. 


Despite  being  heavily  irrigated  (Gujurat  98 
percent  and  Rajastan  73  percent),  the  weak 
1998/99  monsoon  resulted  in  low  irrigation 
supplies.  Coupled  with  low  winter  rainfall,  the 
ensuant  drought  conditions  in  the  western  and 
central  growing  regions  have  lowered  both 
rainfed  and  irrigated  rapeseed  yield  potential. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  2 

World  Crop  Production  Summary 
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1/  Includes  wheat,  coarse  grains,  and  rice  (milled)  shown  above. 

2 /  Includes  soybean,  cottonseed,  peanut  (inshell),  sunflowerseed,  rapeseed  for  individual  countries.  Copra  and  palm  kernel  are  added  to  world  totals. 

Note:  Entries  of  0.0  indicate  no  reported  or  insignificant  production. 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  8 

Rye  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  9 

Sorghum  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  10 

Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  1 1 

Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region 

Production 

Change  in 

Production 

1997/98 

Prel. 

1998/99 

1999/00  Proj. 
Apr.  May 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.45 

4.46 

5.08 

5.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.62 

13.84 

Philippines 

2.37 

1.35 

1.80 

1.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.45 

33.33 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.30 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

11.54 

India 

0.68 

0.70 

0.73 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

3.57 

Mexico 

0.20 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-4.25 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.25 

Others 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.12 

5.69 

6.29 

6.29 

0.01 

0.08 

0.60 

10.48 

Malaysia 

2.50 

2.79 

3.16 

3.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.37 

13.22 

Indonesia 

1.48 

1.71 

1.89 

1.89 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

10.53 

Nigeria 

0.33 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.56 

Colombia 

0.08 

0.10 

0.10 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3.09 

Thailand 

0.11 

0.09 

0.12 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

8.33 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.00 

12.20 

0.00 

6.98 

Others 

0.49 

0.51 

0.53 

0.53 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

2.94 

PALM  OIL 

World 

17.06 

19.32 

21.18 

21.20 

0.03 

0.13 

1.89 

9.76 

Malaysia 

8.51 

9.76 

10.80 

10.80 

0.00 

0.00 

1.04 

10.68 

Indonesia 

5.00 

5.80 

6.40 

6.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

10.34 

Nigeria 

0.65 

0.74 

0.76 

0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

2.70 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.30 

0.31 

0.31 

0.31 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.64 

Colombia 

0.42 

0.49 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.04 

Thailand 

0.47 

0.40 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.13 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

7.41 

Ecuador 

0.23 

0.25 

0.28 

0.28 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

12.24 

Others 

1.36 

1.44 

1.49 

1.51 

0.03 

1.82 

0.07 

4.71 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


c 

m 

T" 

CO 

CM 

CO 

to 

o 

o 

N. 

CM 

CO 

us 

o 

CM 

o 

CO 

T“ 

o> 

o 

ft*. 

US 

OS 

re 

04 

CD 

o 

O) 

o 

to 

CM 

CM 

US 

OS 

o 

to 

CO 

00 

to 

CO 

CM 

US 

o 

CO 

T" 

04 

9 

d 

1 

o 

CO 

d 

us 

CM 

CM 

US 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

cb 

*? 

9 

cb 

CM 

o 

CM 

CM 

9 

o 

o 

** 

0) 

CL 

c 

re 

o 

£5 

O 

3 

E 

10 

0) 

m 

us 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

V 

o 

o 

o 

T- 

r-. 

o 

OS 

o 

to 

CD 

o 

s 

m 

o 

<0 

s 

o 

CO 

o 

T— 

o> 

T- 

00 

N 

T- 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

US 

o 

CM 

CO 

o 

CO 

I 

w 

U- 

CQ 

£ 

cm 

CO 

9 

o 

*? 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

o 

9 

9 

o 

o 

o 

9 

o 

9 

CL 

C 

c 

CO 

OS 

os 

to 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

US 

OS 

CO 

o 

os 

o 

o 

o 

V 

5 

0) 

CO 

o 

CO 

us 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

CM 

o 

to 

T- 

o 

o 

o 

o> 

c 

re 

£ 

c 

o 

E 

o 

k. 

V 

Q. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

OS 

cb 

Mf 

9 

o 

o 

o 

o 

lrt 

re 

</) 

0) 

OS 

T“ 

00 

o 

© 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

US 

o 

O 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

E 

re 

CQ 

04 

o 

CM 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

T- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2 

© 

d 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

9 

o 

o 

o 

u_ 

£ 

•R* 

>> 

CO 

c- 

T- 

os 

o 

o 

CO 

us 

y- 

o 

us 

to 

US 

to 

US 

o 

o 

o 

us 

T- 

o 

T" 

s 

CL 

£ 

CM 

os 

d 

CO 

o 

CO 

OS 

to 

CM 

00 

CO 

o 

os 

CO 

C0 

US 

© 

T" 

q 

© 

© 

r» 

tb 

to 

o 

CM 

cb 

CO 

CM 

CO 

o 

to 

CM 

« 

C0 

CO 

CM 

us 

us 

CO 

s 

■M- 

T- 

oS 

OS 

10 

0) 

o> 

us 

CM 

o 

o 

oo 

us 

T- 

o 

us 

to 

us 

to 

6.48 

us 

o 

o 

CO 

T— 

T- 

o 

c 

CD 

T" 

CL 

< 

5 

os 

cb 

OS 

d 

o 

o 

CD 

to 

• 

CM 

CO 

CO 

• 

o 

os 

cb 

CO 

US* 

o 

• 

o 

• 

V 

o 

• 

T- 

© 

us 

o 

▼- 

CO 

US 

• 

CM 

CO 

o 

to 

CM 

CO 

(SQ 

CO 

CM 

US 

US 

Q 

xi 

CO 

T" 

c- 

▼" 

xt 

o 

o 

§ 

OS 

CO 

CM 

T" 

CO 

O 

o 

us 

us 

o 

o 

US 

US 

us 

US 

oo 

o 

OS 

o 

os 

CM 

CM 

CO 

OS 

5 

— J 

us 

OS 

to 

CO 

C- 

CO 

CM 

00 

to 

to 

OS 

o 

o 

o 

us 

OS 

CM 

CM 

CO 

OS 

h- 

T- 

CL 

2. 

S 

o 

CO 

d 

OS 

o 

<b 

o 

cb 

cb 

d 

T- 

yC 

■"b 

• 

to 

o 

cb 

• 

CM 

o 

CM 

00* 

CM 

cb 

0. 

CO 

'I— 

s 

CM 

Y- 

i 

00 

CO 

os 

US 

o 

00 

3 

us 

CO 

us 

CO 

CO 

CM 

to 

y- 

to 

US 

us 

CM 

CO 

aj 

CO 

CO 

CO 

T- 

to 

T* 

CM 

CO 

o 

US 

CO 

US 

o 

r» 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

h- 

CO 

CM 

c- 

o 

cb 

US 

o 

Tf 

to 

T- 

cb 

o 

CM 

CO 

CM 

to 

o> 

CD 

os 

T" 

r-- 

US 

CM 

•R* 

>i 

y. 

o 

CO 

5 

CM 

US 

CO 

00 

US 

OS 

<r- 

OS 

h- 

US 

3 

US 

US 

T* 

CM 

o 

to 

P 

IQ 

OS 

CO 

c- 

CM 

05 

CO 

N- 

US 

CO 

3 

h- 

CO 

CO 

o 

CO 

3 

US 

"tf 

CM 

3 

CL 

£ 

US 

to 

us 

o_ 

US 

co 

CO 

f'- 

00 

CO 

OS 

TC 

US 

CO 

os 

CO 

CO 

<D 

k. 

T- 

c5 

JS 

CO 

CM 

o 

OS 

CM 

US 

CO 

oo 

US 

OS 

V 

V- 

OS 

N- 

es 

o 

CO 

CM 

o 

OS 

Cl 

< 

o 

CO 

00 

r- 

CO 

CM 

OS 

CO 

r-~ 

US 

CO 

3 

h- 

CO 

to 

US 

CO 

o 

CO 

3 

US 

Mr 

CM 

3 

OS 

<D 

US 

CO 

us 

h- 

o 

US 

CO 

T“ 

CO 

CO 

CO 

00 

CO 

US 

N- 

OS 

CO 

CO 

*'“ 

-C 

w 

T" 

OS 

& 

o 

T— 

os 

r>- 

T- 

co 

CO 

N. 

US 

US 

CO 

to 

to 

co 

T- 

T- 

to 

co 

oo 

co 

C 

c/s 

F 

to 

o 

CO 

OS 

V 

co 

o 

h- 

CO 

CM 

r- 

o 

o 

CO 

US 

OS 

CM 

OS 

2 

00 

A 

US 

r» 

US 

co 

o 

CO 

US 

CO 

Mf 

CO 

CO 

r- 

co 

CM 

•» 

co 

CO 

CO 

CM 

os 


eo 

c 

r- 

os 

os 


re 

I 

£ 


o 

CO 

co 

00 

8 

CO 

oo 

T- 

CO 

CM 

o 

o 

Y— 

r>~ 

Y— 

00 

OS 

CM 

os 

US 

CO 

y— 

CM 

CM 

o 

CM 

CO 

T* 

os 

CM 

co 

to 

CM 

os 

00 

CO 

o 

US 

fs. 

US 

o 

US 

co 

CO 

r«. 

■M- 

co 

co 

CO 

US 

CO 

OS 

CO 

CO 

>> 

CO 

3 

us 

o 

CO 

CO 

N. 

O 

3 

ars 

00 

os 

CM 

O 

3 

o 

eo 

o 

co 

o 

co 

P 

IQ 

r>- 

r- 

o 

CM 

r-. 

"O’ 

US 

* 

CM 

CO 

to 

CO 

I*- 

co 

to 

s 

0) 

a 

£ 

CM 

us 

cb 

cb 

cb 

O 

o 

CM 

T“ 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 

T-^ 

00 

CM 

CO 

CM 

T- 

T" 

os 

os 

t/5 

2 

os 

CM 

? 

us 

o 

CO 

CO 

r-. 

o 

0.48 

os 

00 

OS 

US 

CO 

0.45 

o 

oo 

o 

o 

o 

o 

a> 

T-  . 

$ 

CM 

tt 

US* 

lo¬ 

co 

h- 

cb 

o 

cb 

CM 

o 

r-. 

o 

CM 

US 

• 

o 

CM 

o 

co 

• 

CM 

p 

CO 

o 

N. 

d 

o 

to 

o 

s 

^1" 

00 

o 

cb 

3 

9, 

CO 

CM 

T- 

os 

a> 

£ 

c 

CO 

co 

CM 

CO 

co 

US 

CO 

M- 

3 

3 

US 

co 

s 

as 

** 

3 

us 

oo 

CM 

US 

co 

o 

US 

to 

to 

us 

os 

co 

to 

us 

us 

o 

CO 

CM 

£ 

o 6 

o 

CM 

00* 

US 

CM 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

CM 

OS* 

cb 

a 

5 

rzs 

CO 

CM 

1 

£ 

CO 

N 

3 

T- 

CO 

00 

h- 

os 

CO 

OS 

N. 

CM 

CM 

r*. 

h- 

MT 

3 

3 

mT 

US 

N- 

00 

"tf 

CM 

US 

CM 

US 

eo 

3 

h» 

r«- 

o 

CM 

us 

us 

00 

os 

• 

o 

p 

CO 

o 

cb 

us 

00 

US 

CM 

d 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

00 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CM 

T- 

29 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  19-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  May 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  May  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
15.1  million  tons  (2.8  percent)  and  ranged  from  -32.5  to  29.7  million  tons.  The 
May  projection  has  been  below  the  final  1 1  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1999/00  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest 

Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

—Mi 

lion  metric  tons — 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

2.8 

15.1 

-32.5 

29.7 

11 

8 

U.S. 

5.2 

3.2 

-7.2 

9.8 

10 

9 

Foreign 

2.9 

13.5 

-25.3 

28.7 

10 

9 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

3.2 

25.0 

-31.9 

75.3 

8 

11 

U.S. 

11.4 

22.7 

-35.9 

70.3 

10 

9 

Foreign 

2.2 

12.8 

-27.4 

28.1 

5 

14 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.4 

7.9 

-21.8 

11.4 

15 

4 

U.S. 

5.9 

0.3 

-1.0 

0.5 

11 

8 

Foreign 

2.4 

7.8 

-22.0 

18.6 

15 

4 

SOYBEANS 

World 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

'NA 

NA 

U.S. 

7.8 

4.3 

-11.3 

12.0 

10 

9 

Foreign 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales — 

COTTON 

World 

4.8 

3.9 

-13.7 

11.4 

11 

8 

U.S. 

9.8 

1.4 

-2.8 

3.1 

8 

11 

Foreign 

4.9 

3.3 

-12.2 

10.5 

11 

8 

UNITED  STATES 

. / 

\/lillion  bushels- 

CORN 

12.0 

790 

-1,378 

2,379 

7 

12 

SORGHUM 

14.9 

104 

-228 

171 

10 

9 

BARLEY 

9.5 

38 

-73 

206 

7 

12 

OATS 

17.3 

48 

-77 

231 

4 

15 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1998/99  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 

2/  May  not  total  1 9  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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_ May  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 
Planting 


Europe 
Com:  Planting 
Sunflowers:  Planting 
Sugarbeets:  Planting  (Germany) 


United  States 
Com  &  Sorghum:  Planting 
Soybeans:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Planting 


Mexico 

Sorghum  &  Com:  Planting 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Planting 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 

Planting  (Coast  &  Sahel) 
Cocoa:  Flowering* 

ggaBBE - 


Brazil 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 
Cotton  &  Soybeans:  Harvesting 


Argentina 
Com,  Soybeans  & 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


East  Africa 
Maize,  Sorghum:  Planting 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 
Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 
Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain: 
Planting  (Ethiopia) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers  & 

Sugarbeets:  Planting 
Small  Grains:  Vegetative  (West) 
Planting:  (East) 

Cotton:  Planting  (Central  Asia) 


China 

Com,  Soybeans  & 
Cotton:  Planting 
Early  Rice:  Heading* 
Single  Rice:  Planting 


Southeast  Asia 


Rice  &  Com:  Planting 


Australia 
Cotton  &  Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Southern  Africa 
Com:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


M////////////////MX _ Z _ ifig 

i  Europe 

7  Grains:  Heading*  (France,  Romania) 

m 

Former  Soviet  Union  r 

'  Maturing  (Spain) 

jpi 

Grains:  Vegetative  (North)  \ 

Rapeseed:  Flowering*  (England,  Poland) 

1 

Heading*  (South) 

— w 
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_ June  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 
Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 

Vegetative 
Com:  Planting 


United  States 
Com,  Cotton  &  Sorghum:  Vegetative 
Soybeans:  Planting 


Europe 

Com:  Silking*  (South) 
Small  Grains:  Heading* 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers  & 

Sugarbeets:  Vegetative 
Small  Grains:  Heading*  (West) 
Vegetative  (East) 

Cotton:  Vegetative  (Central  Asia) 


- 

Mexico 

Sorghum  &  Com:  Planting 

_  /avVtwv 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 

West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Planting 


China 

§§1111  Com,  Soybeans  & 
Cotton:  Flowering* 
Early  Rice:  Maturing 
Single  Rice:  Vegetative 


Brazil 

Citrus,  Coffee  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Argentina 
Cotton  & 

Soybeans:  Harvesting 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Reproductive* 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain: 

Reproductive*  (Ethiopia) 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice  &  Com: 
Vegetative 


Australia 
Cotton  & 

Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


United  States 
Grains:  Maturing  to 
Harvesting 


Europe 

Grains:  Heading*  (Poland) 
Maturing  (France,  Hungary) 
Harvesting:  (Mediterranean) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Heading*  (North) 
Filling  (  S  outh) 

ffi 


ftftfffffff&Sgg 


f  Hr 

*  *  i  Middle  East  &  Egypt  | 

mm  a 

111 

■ 

China 

NWAfrica 

Upl  Wheat:  Harvesting 

mmsmm 

Grains:  Harvesting 

Mexico 

Wheat:  Harvesting 


Grains:  Harvesting 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Planting  to 
Vegetative 


Argentina 
Wheat:  Planting 


Southern  Africa 
Grains:  Planting 


Australia 
Wheat:  Planting 


*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


Canadian  Prairies:  Spring  Planting  Favored 

By  Mild  Weather 

In  contrast  with  wet  and  cool  growing 
conditions  experienced  last  spring,  mostly  dry, 
warmer-than-normal  weather  covered  the 
Prairies  through  early  May  2000.  This  mild 
weather  favored  field  preparations  for  spring 
grain  and  oilseed  planting  and  helped  to  warm 
topsoils  for  germination.  During  the  week  of 
April  30  through  May  6,  high  temperatures 
ranged  from  the  middle  to  upper  20's  degrees 
C,  but  sub-freezing  lows  were  still  common  in 
most  growing  areas.  Beneficial  rain  the 
following  week  boosted  moisture  reserves 
from  central  Saskatchewan  to  southern 
Manitoba.  Provincial  governments  report  that 
planting  is  underway  and  that  planting 
progress  is  ahead  of  5 -year  averages  in  many 
regions.  Due  to  winter  rainfall  deficits  in  the 
northern  sections  of  Alberta,  including  the 
Peace  River  Valley,  there  is  concern  about 
insufficient  topsoil  moisture  for  crop 
germination.  Farther  east  in  the  summer  crop 
areas,  warm,  mostly  dry  weather  also 
dominated  crop  areas  of  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
spurring  development  of  vegetative  winter 
grains.  However,  recent  rain  has  improved 
soybean  and  com  prospects  while  aiding  wheat 
development. 

Western  FSU:  Spring  Planting  Progresses 

With  Mild  Weather 

Growing  conditions  were  less  than  favorable 
during  Fall  1999  for  germination  and 
establishment  of  winter  grains  across  the 
Ukraine.  In  contrast,  adequate  soil  moisture 
and  pre-dormancy  precipitation  favored 
establishment  in  Russia’s  North  Caucasus  and 
Central  Black  Soils  growing  regions.  During 
April  2000,  warmer-than-normal  weather  and 
timely  precipitation  favored  post-dormancy 
growth  and  accelerated  development  in  both 
the  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia.  Precipitation 
in  the  amounts  of  1 0  millimeters  or  greater,  fell 


weekly  during  most  of  April  in  the  crop  areas 
of  the  Ukraine.  Up  to  25  millimeters  fell 
during  the  last  week  of  April  in  northern 
Ukraine.  Rainfall  was  even  more  frequent  and 
generally  heavier  across  the  North  Caucasus. 
During  April,  the  mild  weather  caused  the 
winter  grains  crop  stage  to  be  ahead  of 
normal,  mostly  jointing  in  the  Ukraine  and 
southern  Russia  as  early  as  April  15.  The  mild 
conditions  also  allowed  for  early  planting  and 
germination  of  spring  grains,  sunflower,  com, 
and  sugar  beets.  During  May  3  and  4,  night¬ 
time  temperatures  fell  to  “below  freezing”. 
Overall  temperatures  did  not  fall  low  enough 
or  last  for  sufficient  duration  to  threaten  winter 
grains  in  the  jointing  stage.  However,  newly 
emerged  com  and  sugar  beets  may  have  been 
slightly  damaged. 

Northwest  Africa:  Tunisia’s  Crop  Condition 

Deteriorates 

Since  January  1,  2000,  the  key  component  for 
Northwest  Africa’s  winter  grain  crops  has 
been  drought  in  Morocco  and  Algeria,  and 
increasing  dryness  in  Tunisia.  In  April,  rainfall 
increased  across  Northwest  Africa,  with  some 
rain  falling  each  week.  Any  rain  that  fell  in 
Morocco  or  most  of  Algeria  during  this  time, 
however,  was  too  late  to  help  winter  grain 
production  recover  from  the  earlier  drought 
conditions.  Tunisia  and  extreme  eastern 
Algeria  faired  the  best  in  the  region,  receiving 
timely  showers  across  their  winter  grain  areas 
throughout  the  season.  The  rain  in  Tunisia, 
although  minimal,  was  adequate  to  support 
growth.  In  late  April  and  early  May,  hot 
weather  following  a  shot  of  moisture  prevailed 
across  Tunisia,  putting  stress  on  winter  grains 
and  hastening  maturity.  Instead  of  benefitting 
the  crop,  the  rainfall  on  a  mature  crop  caused 
a  decline  in  condition,  promoting  disease  and 
insect  pests  that  benefit  from  high  temperature 
and  humidity. 
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FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


2000/01  World  Cotton  Production  Down 

From  1999/2000  Level 


World  cotton  area  and  production  for  the 
2000/01  season  depend  on  several  factors, 
with  cotton  prices  and  those  of  competing 
crops  playing  a  crucial  role.  Domestic  and 
world  financial  condition  also  influence  world 
output  along  with  government  policies  and 
weather. 

The  Cotlook  A-Index  represents  the  price  level 
of  international  raw  cotton  offered  to  the 
market  on  a  daily  basis  from  several  cotton 
trading  countries.  Generally,  a  very  strong 
direct  relationship  exists  between  cotton  area 
and  this  price  index  for  the  previous  year.  This 
movement  is  well  illustrated  by  Charts  1  and  2 
for  both  area  and  output  from  1981  to  1999. 
During  this  period  area  and  output  seem  to 
move  in  tandem  (one  year  later)  with  price. 
Output  showed  less  of  a  response  to  price 
during  the  1996-to  1999-period  as  above 
average  yield  offset  area  declines  during  two 
of  the  years. 

Area  shifts  also  depend  upon  the  price  level  of 
other  crops  in  relation  to  the  price  of  cotton 
and  expected  profit  margins  in  comparison  to 
these  other  crops.  On  average,  from  their 
most  recent  peaks,  corn,  wheat,  and  rice, 
illustrated  by  the  grain  index,  and  soybeans 
illustrated  by  fat  and  oil  index  (Chart  3)  have 
been  good  alternatives  to  cotton,  as  cotton 
prices  have  fallen  faster  than  these  crops.  The 
relative  stronger  prices  of  competing  crops 
point  to  a  continued  downward  slide  in  cotton 
area.  However,  cotton  prices  have  increased 
rapidly  since  the  beginning  of  this  calendar 
year.  During  the  previous  two  years,  prices 
have  fallen  during  the  same  period  (Chart  4). 
This  upward  movement  in  price  could  hold 
2000/0 1  world  area  and  production  near  the 
1999/2000  level. 


With  these  factors  affecting  production  and 
area,  preliminary  indications  are  that  world 
cotton  production  and  area  in  2000/01  could 
be  about  86.0  million  bales  and  32.0  million 
hectares.  This  compares  closely  with  the  32.1 
million  hectares  for  1999/2000,  but  1.3  million 
bales  below  the  87.3  million  bales  for 
1999/2000  as  lower  foreign  production  more 
than  offsets  a  larger  U.S.  crop. 

Table  1  illustrates  area,  yield,  and  production 
estimates  for  1989/90  through  1999/2000  and 
a  forecast  for  2000/01.  The  price  line  on  the 
Charts  1  and  2  shows  an  average  annual 
market  year  price  beginning  in  1981/82.  The 
1999/2000  price  is  an  average  price  from 
August- April  for  1999/2000. 

The  United  States  cotton  is  forecast  at  19.0 
million  bales,  up  2.0  million  from  1999/2000. 
This  estimated  assumes  historical  average 
abandonment  and  yields.  A  total  of  6.3  million 
hectares  is  expected  to  be  sown  for  2000/01. 
The  Delta  shows  a  6-percent  increase,  while 
the  Southeast  region  indicates  a  5-percent  rise 
from  1999/2000.  Producers  in  the  Southwest, 
mainly  Texas  and  Oklahoma  intend  to  plant  3- 
percent  more  area  than  last  year.  The  western 
states  of  Arizona,  California,  and  New  Mexico 
are  expected  to  increase  area  by  11 -percent. 
Producers  intend  to  plant  25-percent  less  Extra 
Long  Staple  than  were  planted  in  1999/2000. 

The  first  official  USDA  forecast  of  individual 
foreign  country  estimates  for  area,  yield,  and 
production  will  be  released  in  July.  The 
following  paragraphs  contain  brief  comments 
about  prospects  for  the  major  foreign  cotton 
producers. 

China:  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (MO  A)  has 
officially  forecast  2000/01  production  at  15.0 
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million  bales,  a  decline  of  15  percent  from 
1999/2000,  while  some  analysts  expect 
production  to  remain  flat.  Both  positions  have 
merit.  Few  farmers  could  have  anticipated  the 
extreme  price  drops  that  took  place  this  for 
1999.  As  recently  as  last  spring,  many  sources 
were  convinced  that  the  Chinese  government 
would  not  allow  a  price  reduction  of  more 
than  1 0  percent.  However,  prices  fell  as  much 
as  40  percent  in  1999  and  many  farmers  may 
reassess  their  planting  decisions  for  2000. 
Yields  are  also  likely  to  remain  low  as  farmers 
commit  less  time  and  capital  to  a  crop  with 
declining  returns. 

Seed  cotton  prices  have  improved  in  recent 
months  as  low  lint  prices  have  triggered 
increased  consumption.  Industry  reports  show 
that  the  trend  toward  increased  use  of 
synthetic  fibers  has  reversed  itself,  at  least  in 
the  short  term,  since  cotton  has  become  much 
more  competitive.  In  addition,  MOA  sources 
and  anecdotal  evidence  suggest  that  many 
farmers  have  few  or  no  alternatives  to  cotton 
as  a  cash  crop,  since  much  of  the  land 
currently  planted  to  cotton  is  unsuited  to  other 
cash  crops  such  as  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Thus,  while  area  is  likely  to  decline  form  the 
current  year,  it  is  unlikely  that  production  will 
fall  as  low  as  the  MOA  froecast. 

India:  Assuming  a  timely  onset  of  the  2000 
monsoon  and  normal  weather  during  the  crop 
season,  2000/01  cotton  production  is  forecast 
at  more  than  12.0  million  bales,  well  below  the 
1999/2000  production  estimate  at  12.8  million. 
The  reason  behind  the  drop  in  production  is 
the  reduced  area  due  to  continued  low 
domestic  cotton  prices.  Prices  have  declined 
for  the  second  year  in  a  row  due  to  excess 
supplies  and  low  but  rising  international  prices. 

Area  planted  to  cotton  in  northern  states  has 
already  declined  over  the  past  few  years  (from 
2.07  million  hectares  in  1996/97  to  1.47 
million  hectares  in  1999/2000);  thus  any 


further  area  decline  in  the  region  would  be 
marginal  due  to  the  limited  scope  of  an 
additional  shift  in  cotton  area  to  competing 
crops  (paddy/sugarcane).  In  the  central  cotton 
zone  cotton  area  is  expected  to  expand 
marginally  in  Maharashtra,  due  to  higher 
procurement  prices  offered  under  the 
Maharashtra  state  monopoly  procurement 
scheme  (15-20  percent  higher  than  market 
prices),  However,  some  cotton  area  in  the 
other  central  zone  states  is  expected  to  shift  to 
competing  crops  (coarse  cereals  in  Gujarat/ 
Madhya  Pradesh  and  tobacco/chillies  in 
southern  states).  The  net  impact  will  likely 
result  in  a  decline  in  2000  planting  from  the 
1999  estimated  planted  area  of  8.7  million 
hectares  and  a  record  1998  area  of  9.3  million 
hectares. 

Pakistan:  Lint  production  for  the  outyear  is 
forecast  below  the  1999/2000  level.  Area  and 
production  for  2000  are  forecast  to  decline 
from  this  year's  level  as  farmers  shift  out  of 
cotton  due  high  input  costs  and  low  prices 
combined  with  a  return  to  normal  yields. 
Current  1999/2000  farm  gate  seed  cotton 
prices  are  about  40  percent  or  10  cents  per 
pound  lower  than  the  average  1998/99  price, 
despite  government  efforts  to  support  prices. 
Alternative  crops  to  cotton  are  expected  to  be 
com,  sunflower,  sugarcane,  and  other  minor 
crops. 

Uzbekistan:  Despite  the  Government  of 

Uzbekistan's  long-standing  goal  of  stabilizing 
cotton  production  at  roughly  4.0  million  tons 
of  seed  cotton  —  nearly  5.7  million  bales  of  lint 
—  which  has  not  been  achieved  since  1995,  nor 
is  production  likely  to  reach  the  target  in 
2000/01.  Officials  have  forecast  area  to  drop 
3  percent  from  last  year,  to  1.4  million 
hectares.  Infrastructure  and  input  problems 
persist,  including  outdated  and  inefficient 
irrigation  systems,  poor  weed  and  insect 
control,  inadequate  machinery,  poor  crop 
rotation  practices,  and,  perhaps  most 
important,  the  continued  widespread  use  of 
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low-quality  seeds.  Given  the  slow  pace  of 
reform  and  assuming  normal  weather,  2000/0 1 
production  is  likely  to  fall  below  the 
1999/2000. 


Ronald  R.  Roberson,  Cotton  Chairperson 
Phone:  (202)720-0879 
E-Mail:  roberson@fas.usda.gov 


James  Crutchfield,  India  and  Pakistan  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0135 
E-mail:  crutchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Mark  Lindeman,  Uzbekistan  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0143 
E-mail:  lindeman@fas.usda.gov 

Paulette  Sandene,  China  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0133 
E-mail:  sandene@fas.usda.gov 


Table:  1 

World  Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 


Year 

Harvested 

Area 

1000  hectares 

Yield 

kilograms/ 

hectare 

Production 

1000 

bales* 

1989/90 

31,553 

550 

79,676 

1990/91 

33,156 

572 

87,069 

1991/92 

34,787 

599 

95,754 

1992/93 

32,631 

551 

82,507 

1993/94 

30,710 

546 

77,051 

1994/95 

32,176 

581 

85,859 

1995/96 

35,936 

564 

93,065 

1996/97 

33,818 

574 

89,230 

1997/98 

33,730 

591 

91,629 

1998/99 

32,856 

560 

84,532 

1999/2000 

32,141 

591 

87,280 

2000/01 

32,000 

585 

86,000 

5 -year  Avg. 

33,696 

576 

89,147 
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World  Area  and  A-Price  Index 
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Chart  2 

World  Output  and  A-Price  Index 
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Chart  3 

Grains/ 

_  Commodity  Indexes  . 

Cotton  Oilseeds 
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Cotlook  A-Index 
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World  Palm  Oil  Production  to  Increase  Again  in  1999/2000 


World  production  of  palm  oil  has  continued  to 
increase  dramatically.  Projected  at  21.2 
million  tons  for  1999/2000,  production  will  be 
up  42  percent  over  the  last  5  years  and  up  95 
percent  in  the  last  10  years.  World  production 
is  dominated  by  two  countries  in  the  Southeast 
Asia  region:  Malaysia,  which  produces  50 
percent  of  world  output,  and  Indonesia,  which 
produces  30  percent.  After  declining  4 
percent  in  1997/98  due  to  dry  weather  and 
haze  from  forest  fires,  output  increases  have 
been  above  trend.  Output  increased  13 
percent  in  1998/99,  and  is  projected  to 
increase  1 0  percent  in  1 999/2000,  compared  to 
an  annualized  rate  of  increase  of  7  percent 
since  1989/90.  Favorable  rainfall  in  key  areas 
assisted  in  increasing  output  during  the  last 
two  years. 

It  is  unclear  how  rapidly  expansion  will 
continue  in  the  next  several  years.  FOB  prices 
in  Malaysia  for  refractionated-bleached- 
deoderized  (RBD)  palm  oil  so  far  this 
marketing  year  have  averaged  US$328  per 
metric  ton,  lower  than  for  any  full  year  since 
1 990/9 1 .  Prices  in  October  through  December 
of  1998/99  exceeded  US$600  per  ton.  The 
impact  on  output  of  low  prices  may  be  delayed 
because  of  the  long  production  cycle  where 
new  plantings  do  not  begin  producing  for  2.5 
to  3  years  and  do  not  reach  peak  production 
for  1 0  years. 

Output  of  crude  palm  oil  in  Malaysia  in 
1 999/2000  is  estimated  at  1 0. 8  million  tons,  up 
1 1  percent  from  1 998/99.  Fruit  bearing  area  is 
expected  to  expand  to  2.8  million  hectares  in 
1999/2000,  up  5  percent  from  1998/99,  and  it 
is  forecast  by  the  USDA  agricultural  officer  in 
Kuala  Lumpur  to  increase  a  further  9  percent 
in  2000/01  to  3.1  million  hectares. 

In  recent  years,  the  Malaysian  Government  has 
encouraged  publically-listed  companies  to 
form  consortiums  for  overseas  joint  ventures 


in  order  to  globalize  Malaysia’s  oil  palm 
industry.  Malaysia  has  taken  the  lead  in 
developing  joint  ventures  in  oil  palm 
plantations  with  other  producing  countries 
such  as  Indonesia,  the  Philippines,  Columbia, 
Guyana,  Nigeria,  and  Ghana. 

Indonesia  crude  palm  oil  production  is  forecast 
to  increase  by  10  percent  to  6.4  million  tons  in 
1999/2000  as  trees  planted  during  previous 
seasons  start  to  bear  fruit.  This  upward  trend 
will  continue  in  2000/01,  when  expectations 
are  that  output  will  increase  by  a  similar 
amount.  Beyond  2001,  production  growth 
may  slow  temporarily  reflecting  the  halt  in  new 
planting  during  1998  and  1999.  For  the  long 
term,  sources  indicate  that  a  goal  of  1 5  million 
tons  of  palm  oil  production  has  been  set  for 
2012. 

Little  or  no  expansion  in  palm  oil  area  has 
occurred  since  the  economic  crisis  hit  in  mid- 
1997.  The  USDA  agricultural  officer  in 
Jakarta  forecast  area  planted  to  increase  5 
percent,  to  3.2  million  hectares  in  2000/01, 
due  to  the  improved  financial  situation  in 
Indonesia.  Area  harvested  is  around  65-70 
percent  of  total  area  planted  and  is  forecast  by 
the  agricultural  officer  to  increase  from  2.2 
million  hectares  in  1999/2000  to  2.6  million  in 
2000/01. 

After  seven  years  of  level  production  from 
1990/91  to  1996/97,  Nigerian  palm  oil  output 
has  begun  to  increase.  Output,  which  had 
been  about  600,000  tons,  jumped  to  740,000 
tons  in  1998/99,  and  is  estimated  at  760,000 
tons  for  1999/2000.  Existing  farms  are 
undergoing  expansion  as  farmers  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  economic  potential 
offered  by  palm  production.  Despite 
constraints  on  funds  available  to  producers, 
virtually  all  palm  estates  visited  in  recent  field 
travel  reported  some  degree  of  field  expansion. 
Additionally,  palm  oil  production  has 
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benefitted  for  the  second  year  in  a  row  from 
good  rainfall  distribution. 

Palm  oil  production  in  Columbia  was  favorably 
affected  in  1998/99  by  increased  rainfall 
related  to  the  La  Nina  weather  phenomenon, 
as  output  increased  16  percent  to  490,000 
tons.  With  more  normal  conditions,  output  is 
forecast  to  increase  just  2  percent  to  500,000 
tons  in  1999/2000. 

Over  the  next  3  to  5  years,  palm  production  is 
forecast  by  some  in  the  industry  to  grow  at  an 
annual  rate  of  3  percent.  Palm  oil  is  the  only 
oil-bearing  crop  that  has  shown  growth  in 
production  during  the  1990's,  but  the 
expansion  has  begun  to  slow  down. 
Production  grew  in  the  first  eight  years  of  the 
decade  at  an  annualized  rate  of  8  percent. 

The  Thailand  palm  oil  industry  continues  its 
expansion  as  a  greater  number  of  palm  trees 
reach  full  maturity.  Production  of  palm  oil 
continues  to  lag  consumer  demand  for  edible 
oils,  and  Thailand  uses  domestically  98  percent 
as  much  as  it  produces.  Production  for 
1999/2000  is  estimated  at  500,000  tons,  up  25 
percent  from  the  drought  reduced  crop  in 
1998/99. 


Cote  d’Ivoire  palm  oil  production  increased  3 
percent  to  305,000  tons  in  1998/99  and  is 
forecast  to  increase  to  310,000  tons  in 
1999/2000.  More  efficient  management  and 
high  yields  from  young  trees  are  boosting 
output.  However,  expected  increased 
production  is  moderated  by  low  yields  from 
the  large  proportion  of  aged  trees  and  the 
increasing  area  out  of  production  due  to 
replanting. 

Output  of  palm  oil  in  Papua  New  Guinea  is 
projected  at  310,000  tons  for  1999/2000,  up 
from  290,000  tons  in  1998/99.  Yield  per 
hectare  in  Papua  New  Guinea  is  among  the 
highest,  if  not  the  highest,  in  the  world  due  to 
a  favorable  climate,  the  quality  of  seed  stock, 
and  the  quality  of  the  crop  cultural  practices 
being  used. 


Paul  Provance,  Oilseeds  Chairperson 
Telephone:  (202)720-0881 
E-mail:  provance@fas.usda.gov 
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WORLD  PALM  OIL  PRODUCTION 
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production  and  supply  and  demand  situation  for  coffee  and 
cocoa.  Presents  U.S.  trade  data  on  spices  and  essential  oils. 

Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade 

Monthly  report  provides  statistics  and  other  information  on  U.S. 
and  world  production,  supply  and  demand,  and  trade  for  cotton. 
Covers  crop  conditions,  the  latest  trade  policy  developments, 
and  export  market  information. 

Dairy,  Livestock  and  Poultry:  U.S.  Trade  and  Prospects 
Quarterly  report  provides  U.S.  trade  information  and  analyses 
of  the  trade  of  dairy,  livestock,  and  poultry  products. 

Dairy  Monthly  Imports 

Monthly  report  of  imports  of  cheese  and  other  quota  dairy 
products  subject  to  licensing,  as  well  as  imports  under  the 
quota  not  subject  to  licensing. 

Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade 
Semi-annual  publication  provides  information  on  U.S.  and  world 
production,  use  and  trade  of  livestock  and  poultry  products, 
trade  policy  developments,  and  export  market  information. 

Dairy:  World  Markets  and  Trade 

Semi-annual  publication  provides  information  on  U.S.  and  world 
production,  use  and  trade  of  dairy  products,  trade  policy 
developments,  and  export  market  information. 

Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade 
Monthly  publication  provides  information  on  U.S.  and  world 
production,  supply  and  demand,  and  trade  for  a  variety  of 
grains.  Covers  crop  estimates,  the  latest  trade  policy 
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World  Horticultural  Trade  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities 
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competition,  foreign  market  import  potential,  and  export 
opportunities  for  U.S.  horticultural  products. 

Oilseeds:  World  Markets  and  Trade 
Monthly  publication  provides  data  and  analyses  on  U.S.  and 
world  production,  supply,  use,  and  trade  of  a  variety  of  oilseeds 
and  products.  Covers  production  estimates,  latest  trade  policy, 
commodity  prices,  and  export  market  information. 

Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade 
Semi-annual  publication  provides  information  on  the  world 
production  and  supply  and  demand  situation  for  sugar.  Includes 
in-depth  special  country  features.  The  November  issue  also 
presents  the  honey  situation  and  outlook  in  selected  countries. 


Tobacco:  World  Markets  and  Trade 
Quarterly  report  provides  information  on  U.S.  and  world 
production,  supply  and  demand,  and  trade  for  tobacco.  Covers 
crop  estimates,  the  latest  trade  policy  developments,  and  export 
market  information.  The  March  issue  contains  complete  U.S. 
tobacco  trade  data  for  the  preceding  calendar  year. 

World  A  gricultural  Production 
Monthly  report  provides  information  on  U.S.  and  world 
production  of  major  agricultural  products,  including  crop, 
weather  and  production  briefs,  and  special  articles  of  interest  to 
the  trade. 

Wood  Products: 

International  Trade  and  Foreign  Markets 
Issued  five  times  a  year.  Provides  information  on  the 
production,  trade,  and  supply  and  demand  situation  in  countries 
around  the  world  for  wood  products.  Highlights  the  latest  trade 
policy  developments,  export  statistics,  and  market  information 
of  interest  to  U.S.  exporters. 

Monthly  Summary  of  Export 
Credit  Guarantee  Program  Activity 

Monthly  summary  report  shows  fiscal  year  commitment  figures 
for  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation’s  Export  Credit 
Guarantee  Program  (GSM-102)  and  Intermediate  Credit 
Guarantee  Program  (GSM-103). 

U.S.  Export  Sales 

Weekly  report  based  on  reports  submitted  by  private  exporters. 
Outstanding  export  sales  as  reported  and  compiled  with  other 
data  give  a  snapshot  view  of  the  current  contracting  scene.  All 
countries  with  outstanding  sales  or  accumulated  exports  are 
included  for  each  class  of  wheat,  all  wheat,  wheat  products, 
corn,  soybeans,  soybean  cake  and  meal,  American  pima 
cotton,  all  upland  cotton,  whole  cattle  hides,  and  wet  blues. 

AgExporter  Magazine 

Monthly  magazine  for  businesses  selling  farm  products 
overseas  provides  tips  on  exporting,  descriptions  of  markets 
with  the  greatest  sales  potential,  and  information  on  export 
assistance  available  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  audience  is  U.S.  agricultural  producers,  exporters,  trade 
organizations,  state  departments  of  agriculture,  and  any  other 
export-oriented  organization. 

Food  and  Agriculture  Directory 
Directory  features  up-to-date  listings  of  federal  and  state 
agencies,  trade  associations  and  a  host  of  other  organizations 
that  can  help  you  penetrate  foreign  markets.  Includes  phone 
and  fax  numbers. 
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Think 

the  borders, 


Ever  felt  like  you  were  trapped  inside  a  cookie  cutter, 
with  all  your  competitors  chasing  the  same  customers? 

Well,  96  percent  of  the  world  lives  outside  our  borders  and, 
with  a  little  effort  and  a  little  help,  you  can  reach  them. 

USDA’s  Ag  Export  Services  can  put  your  message  on  line  and 
in  newsletters,  translated  into  dozens  of  languages  and  in  front  of 
buyers  in  75  countries  for  $15.  And  that’s  just  for  starters. 

To  learn  how  you  can  sell  your  food  or  fiber  products 
outside  our  borders,  contact  USDA’s  Ag  Export  Services. 

Phone:  202-690-3576  •  Fax:  202-690-0193 
Email:  startagexpor1mg@fas.usda.gov 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/startagexportmg.html 


USDA 


OREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICES  •  AG  EXPORT  SERVICES  ALL  THE  HELP  YOU  NEED 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address. 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well 
as  Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section 
of  the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these 
publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  US.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and  activities  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation  ,  or  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all 
prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  P ersons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of 
program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA  s  TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice 
and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326- W,  Whitten  Building.  1400 
Independence  Avenue.  SW.  Washington,  DC  20250-9410  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  and  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal 
opportunity  provider  and  employer  " 


